MERV Air filter will trap Air filter will trap Air filter will trap Filter Type &
particles sized particles sized particles sized Particles Removed
.3 to 1.0 microns 1.0 to 3.0 microns 3.0 to 10 microns

Rating

Fiberglass and

Aluminum Mesh
pollen, dust mites, spray paint,
carpet fibers, pet dander

Disposable Filters

mold spores, kitchen aerosols,
hair spray, furniture polish,
household cleaning sprays

Home Box Filters

lead dust, flour, auto fumes,
welding fumes

Commercial Filters

bacteria, wildfire smoke,
respiratory droplets

MERV 17 99.97% 99% or better 99% or better
MERV 18 99.997% 99% or better 99% or better

HEPA and ULPA
viruses, carbon dust

MERV 19 99.9997% 99% or better 99% or better
MERV 20 99.99997% 99% or better 99% or better

Chart of MERV ratings and the filter type and particles removed. HEPA filters are
at the highest MERV level and do the best with protecting against air pollutants.



